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                      IRAN

Country Alert

Iran is currently undergoing 
severe civil unrest, which is 
threatening the theocracy 
led by Ayatollah Khameni. 
We will follow the related 
events throughout our study.



Iran

https://cdn.britannica.com/67/183667-050-7EEC9CDB/World-Data-Locator-Map-Iran.jpg


I. IRAN

Iran is a mountainous, arid country of southwestern Asia/the Middle East. The country maintains a rich and distinctive 

cultural and social continuity dating back to the Achaemenian period, or “Period of the Kingdom,” also known as the 

First Persian Empire, founded by King Cyrus in 550 BCE. It was the largest empire in history, up to that time.
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https://www.britannica.com/place/Iran
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Achaemenid_Empire


II. Geography & Architecture

Much of Iran consists of a central desert plateau, which is ringed on all sides by lofty mountain ranges that afford 

access to the interior through high passes. Most of the population lives on the edges of this forbidding waterless 

wasteland. The capital is Tehran, a sprawling jumbled metropolis at the southern foot of the Elburz Mountains. 



Famed for its handsome architecture and verdant gardens, Tehran fell into disrepair during the decades following 

the Iranian Revolution of 1978–79, though efforts were later mounted to preserve historic buildings and expand the 

city’s network of parks. As with Tehran, cities such as Eṣfahan and Shiraz combine modern buildings with important 

landmarks from the past and serve as major centers of education, culture, and commerce.

https://youtu.be/780NGpOTzik?si=Nxwu6A6t7OHCFSJV short 1967

https://youtu.be/780NGpOTzik?si=Nxwu6A6t7OHCFSJV


In recent decades it has become known for its unique brand of 

Islamic republic. Although the system of government was intended 

as a parliamentary democracy, persistent instability both at home 

and abroad since the Revolution of 1979 have steered its slide into a 

more theocratic totalitarianism.

In 2022 the state’s push to pacify economic unrest through 

repression prompted widespread and debilitating protests, which 

were catalyzed in part by the death of Kurdish Iraninan—Jina Mahsa 

Amini—while she was in custody for improper attire.



III. Government of Iran

Written following the Islamist revolution in 1979, the Constitution of Iran is the governing document of its theocratic 

(religious) republic, with amendments proposed exclusively by the supreme leader – after consultation with the 

Exigency Council – and submitted as an edict to the "Council for Revision of the Constitution," a body consisting of 

various executive, legislative, judicial, and academic leaders and members; passage requires absolute majority vote in 

a referendum and approval of the supreme leader; articles including Iran’s political system, its religious basis, and its 

form of government cannot be amended. 

This otherwise progressive system of government is overshadowed by the fact that all parliamentary democratic 

institutions are subject to nullification by the ayatollahs. See next slide.



The Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, officially 

called the Supreme Leadership Authority in Iran, is a post 

established by Article 5 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran in accordance with the concept of the Guardianship of the 

Islamic Jurist. 

This post is a life tenure post. According to article 110 of 

the constitution, the Supreme Leader delineates the general 

policies of the Islamic Republic. Article 109 is about the 

Leadership Qualifications and Article 110 mentions to Functions 

and duties of the Supreme Leader. According to this Article he is 

the commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces. 

Also, according to Article 57 the Legislature, the Executive and 

the Judiciary system shall operate under the superintendence of 

Supreme leader.

The Islamic Republic has had two Supreme Leaders: Ayatollah 

Ruhollah Khomeini, who held the position from Iranian revolution 

in 1979 until his death in 1989, and Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who 

has held the position since Khomeini's death.



In simple terms, Iran is best understood as an Islamic theocracy (as mentioned above). It is, however, an 

oversimplification to leave our definition there. Iran’s political past includes attempts toward democratic, pro-Western 

reform. 

https://www.google.com/search?bih=762&biw=1536&dpr=1.25&q=iranian+theocracy&sa=X&sca_esv=9b41ab9b54a73dba&source=lnms&surl
=1&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwjRncP45oqEAxX9t4QIHW9xCawQ0pQJegQIDRAB&safe=active&ssui=on#imgrc=MAkk-y-ojG62NM

Evidence of this is seen in its still 

existent parliamentary democratic 

system, with an overlay of Islamic 

fundamentalist rulers who have the 

power to overrule any legislation, 

action, or spending by the 

parliament. 

The Islamic Consultative Assembly, 

also called the Iranian Parliament, 

the Iranian Majles or ICA, is the 

national legislative body of Iran. 

The Parliament currently consists 

of 290 representatives. 

As mentioned, however, the 

parliament exists and governs only 

at the pleasure of the Ayatollahs, 

as discussed on the following slide.



The two cornerstones of Iranian Shiʿism are the 

promise of the return of the divinely inspired 12th 

imam—Muḥammad al-Mahdī al-Ḥujjah, whom 

the Shiʿah believe to be the mahdi—and the veneration 

of his martyred forebears. 

The absence of the imam contributed indirectly to the 

development in modern Iran of a strong Shiʿi clergy 

whose penchant for status, particularly in the 20th 

century, led to a proliferation of titles and honorifics 

unique in the Islamic world. 

The high ranking Shiʿi clergy—Ayatollahs—have been 

the predominant political and social force in Iran since 

the 1979 revolution.

Much like Christians await the 2nd coming of Christ, and

Jews await the Moshiach (son of G-d), Twelver Shi’ites

await the return of the Imam Mahdi.



IV. History

The heart of the storied Persian empire of antiquity, Iran has long played an important role in the region as an imperial 

power and later—because of its strategic position and abundant natural resources, especially petroleum—as a factor 

in colonial and superpower rivalries. From the Achaemenian period the region that is now Iran—traditionally known 

as Persia—has been influenced by waves of indigenous and foreign conquerors and immigrants, including the 

Hellenistic Seleucids and native Parthians and Sasanids. Persia’s conquest by the Muslim Arabs in the 7th 

century CE was to leave the most lasting influence, however, as Persian culture was all but completely subsumed 

under that of its conquerors. https://youtu.be/T4M_EJzjItk?si=QCYFiOpTnBZ94VRW  history video

Persia remained sovereign during the early Byzantine era                                    Persia fell to Muslim conquest in the 7th c.

https://youtu.be/T4M_EJzjItk?si=QCYFiOpTnBZ94VRW


An Iranian cultural renaissance in the late 8th century led to a reawakening of Persian literary culture, though 

the Persian language was now highly Arabized and in Arabic script, and native Persian Islamic dynasties began to 

appear with the rise of the Ṭāhirids in the early 9th century. 

The region fell under the sway of successive 

waves of Persian, Turkish, and Mongol 

conquerors until the rise of the Safavids, 

who introduced Twelver Shiʿism as the 

official creed, in the early 16th century. 

Over the following centuries, with the state-

fostered rise of a Persian-based Shiʿi clergy, 

a synthesis was formed between Persian 

culture and Shiʿi Islam that marked each 

indelibly with the tincture of the other. 



Specific to Persia (Iran) during this period of “Gunpowder Empires,” the Safavid Empire ruled from 1501-1736

In 1598, Shah Abbas I moved his capital from Qazvin to the more central Isfahan. He introduced policies increasing 

Iranian involvement in the Silk Road trade. Turkish, Armenian, and Persian craftsmen were forcefully resettled in the 

city to ensure its prosperity.



By choosing the central city of Isfahan, fertilized by the Zāyandeh River ("The life-giving river"), lying as an oasis of 

intense cultivation in the midst of a vast area of arid landscape, Shah Abbas I both distanced his capital from any future 

assaults by Iran's neighboring arch rival, the Ottomans, and at the same time gained more control over the Persian 

Gulf, which had recently become an important trading route for the Dutch and British East India Companies.



The Masjid e Shah (Shah Mosque) is the piẻce de resistance left to us from the Safavid Empire. Constructed during 

Constructed 1611-1630, it is regarded as one of the masterpieces of Persian architecture in the Islamic era. The Royal 

Mosque is registered, along with the Naghsh-e Jahan Square, as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Its construction 

began in 1611.



With the fall of the Safavids in 1736, rule passed into the hands of several short-lived dynasties leading to the rise of 

the Qajar line in 1796. Qajar rule was marked by the growing influence of the European powers in Iran’s internal 

affairs, with its attendant economic and political difficulties, and by the growing power of the Shiʿi clergy in social and 

political issues.

Mullahs in the royal presence. The painting style is distinctly Qajar. nd na



The Pahlavi dynasty was the last Iranian royal dynasty, ruling for 

almost 54 years between 1925 and 1979. The dynasty was founded 

by Reza Shah Pahlavi. 

He was a modernizer who initially clashed with the Shia clergy. He 

had intended to found a republic, and also introduced many social, 

economic, and political reforms during his reign, ultimately laying the 

foundation of the modern Iranian state. 

His opposition to the clergy, who feared democratic reforms that  a 

republic would bring, and British opposition to a republic, which might 

compromise its access to cheap oil, convinced him to adopt a more 

autocratic (and profitable) role for himself, and his son to follow.

  

                                                                      Reza Shah Pahlavi, 1941

     
                                                                                                                          https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reza_Shah
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I. GEOGRAPHY

As in any mountainous region, the 

physical geography of Lebanon is 

extremely complex and varied. 

Landforms, climate, soils, and 

vegetation undergo some sharp and 

striking changes within short 

distances. 

Four distinct physiographic regions 

may be distinguished: 

• a narrow coastal plain along the 

Mediterranean Sea, 

• the Lebanon Mountains (Jabal 

Lubnān), in north central Lebanon

• Al-Biqāʿ (Bekaa) valley, in 

Northeast Lebanon

• and the Anti-Lebanon and 

Hermon ranges running parallel 

to, and east of, the Lebanese 

Mountains.

Beirut ●



II. HISTORY

As is the case with much of the Middle East, the area that is now Lebanon had previously been under colonial rule by outside 

empires, to include: Phoenicians, Persians, Greeks, Ancient Egyptians, Muslim Caliphate, Romans, as well as Ottoman, then falling 

under the French Mandate, following WWI. With Lebanon, the French established the first self-ruled, sovereign state in the area in 

recorded history.

La Marche des Femmes, lors de l'indépendance du Liban, le 12 novembre 1943
Lire la suite sur : http://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/

https://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/
https://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/
https://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/
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https://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/
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https://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/
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https://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/
https://libnanews.com/en/the-chronology-of-independence-of-lebanon/


French Mandate

During the height of the First World War, the Sykes–

Picot Agreement of 1916, a pact between Britain and 

France, delineated which portions of the Ottoman 

colonies would be governed by whom, should the 

Allies win the war. 

After the Allies emerged victorious in the war, 

the Ottoman Empire collapsed, leaving Lebanon and 

its surrounding areas under French occupation. 

In following with the tradition of history, the area once 

again fell again into foreign rule. Within 25 years, 

however, the area to become known as Lebanon 

would first experience local self-rule.

Soon after the war, Patriarch Elias Peter Hoayek, 

representing the Maronite Christians, successfully 

campaigned for an expanded territory at the 

1919 Paris Peace Conference, also including areas 

with significant Muslim and Druze populations in 

addition to the Christian-dominated Mount Lebanon.

The area, never previously ruled by local peoples, 

was granted independence as a sovereign nation in 

1943.

1. Najem, Tom; Amore, Roy C. (2021). "Chronology; Introduction". Historical Dictionary of Lebanon (2nd ed.). Lanham Boulder New York London: Rowman & Littlefield. 

pp. xxi–xxxv, 2–9. ISBN 978-1-5381-2043-9.

1. Hillenbrand, Carole (2000). The Crusades: Islamic Perspectives. Psychology Press. pp. 20–21. ISBN 978-1-57958-354-5. Archived from the original on 5 September 2015. Retrieved 20 

June 2015.

2.^ Jump up to:a b c d e f g h i Najem, Tom; Amore, Roy C. (2021). "Chronology; Introduction". Historical Dictionary of Lebanon (2nd ed.). Lanham Boulder New York London: Rowman & 

Littlefield. pp. xxi–xxxv, 2–9. ISBN 978-1-5381-2043-9.
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#TBT | (1966) —... - Lebanese American Chamber of Commerce | Facebook

The Switzerland of the Middle East

Following WWI, the area known today as Lebanon was granted more self-rule under the French Mandate than ever 

before having been known. As Lebanon had never previously existed as a sovereign state, the balance of interests was 
difficult, tenuous, delicate… yet successful. 

Its capital, Beirut came to be known as 

the “Switzerland,” and often the “Paris,” 

of the Middle East.” 

https://www.facebook.com/lebanesechamber/posts/tbt-1966-tourist-attraction-destination-map-of-beirut-lebanon/3457072214337800/
https://www.facebook.com/lebanesechamber/posts/tbt-1966-tourist-attraction-destination-map-of-beirut-lebanon/3457072214337800/
https://www.facebook.com/lebanesechamber/posts/tbt-1966-tourist-attraction-destination-map-of-beirut-lebanon/3457072214337800/
https://www.facebook.com/lebanesechamber/posts/tbt-1966-tourist-attraction-destination-map-of-beirut-lebanon/3457072214337800/
https://www.facebook.com/lebanesechamber/posts/tbt-1966-tourist-attraction-destination-map-of-beirut-lebanon/3457072214337800/
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The delicate peace based on a balance of both politics and religion had been reinforced under the French Mandate from 1920 to 1943, 

and the country's parliamentary structure favored a leading position for Lebanese Christians, who constituted the majority of Lebanon's 

population. 

https://www.csmonitor.com/Photo-Galleries/In-Pictures/Lebanon-s-Paradise-Before-the-Civil-War/(photo)/903389



The glamor and prosperity associated with Lebanon, following the initial decades after independence in 1943, later 

saw an increase in civil strife and upheaval. Largely, and unfortunately, much of this turmoil has been rooted in unrest 

imported from the larger region of the Middle East and North Africa. 

In particular, the influx of thousands of Palestinians, principally in 1948, contributed to Lebanon's demographic shift 

towards an eventual Muslim majority. 

Some of these Palestinians chose to leave

Israel/Palestine before the pan-Arab attack 

on Israel in 1948, yet most were forced out 

by Israel, following the attack. 

At the same time, countries from the Arab 

league expelled the Jews in their countries, 

as well.

The previous two points largely account for

The current crisis between the two factions.

As a result, the new Lebanon Crisis would 

soon undo the delicate balance & harmony 

achieved by Lebanese of diverse 

backgrounds.
Abd al-Qadir al-Husseini with aides and Palestinian 

fedayeen militants, Jerusalem district, February 1948. 

https://www.jadaliyya.com/Details/30997



CHAPTER 7 THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY IN MIDDLE EAST INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS-PART 1

If there is anything special about the international politics of the Middle East, it is the power of 
identity. Identity is two-sided. Within the group, it facilitates cooperation and mobilizes agents for 
change, overcoming the collective action problem; where identity converges with shared territory, 
resulting in a nation state or with economic interdependence among states, thereby facilitating a 
regional security community, the result is legitimacy and stability. Conversely, where, as in the 
Middle East, identity is often incongruent with state boundaries, it becomes a source of revisionism, 
contributing to high levels of regional conflict. Moreover, because identity presupposes an 'other' 
against which the self defines itself and because its construction 'excludes others,  when identity 
differences correspond to struggles over scarce material resources, notably land, the result is 
protracted conflict, as between Israel and the Palestinians. 

This chapter will explore these issues in five contexts: the problem of nation-building where identity 
and territory are incongruent; how irredentism from such incongruities generates regional conflict; 
the identity consequences of the Arab uprisings of 2011; identity's role in state foreign policies; and 
the relationship between identity and material factors in shaping regional order. 



The challenge of nation-building: from empire to states system

In an age of nationalism, argues Anthony Smith (1981), identity communities that believe they are 
nations seek statehood, while state leaders seek to forge a shared national identity among their 
populations; claiming to represent the nation is the key to contemporary legitimacy, and the nation 
state, able to mobilize its people to fight and pay taxes, is so successful in international power 
struggles that pre-national states cannot compete. Modern nationalism was exported to the Middle 
East from the West, where its ideal, 'one nation, one state, has been widely embraced. Yet here, 
more than elsewhere, nation-building is complicated by incongruence between the state (territory 
and state apparatus) and the still-powerful sub- and supra-state identities of the populace. (See Box 
7.1 for debates over nationalism and nation-building.) 

The idea of the nation state in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) had an un- even historical 
tradition on which to build. In an arid region of trading cities and nomadic tribes, the strongest 
identifications often attached to sub-state units—cities, tribe, religious sects—or the larger Islamic 
umma. The region's crossroads position generated an exceptionally diverse ethno-linguistic and 
sectarian 'mosaic': not only was Islam divided between Sunni and Shi'a, but the latter also produced 
several offshoots—notably the Druze, (continues after Box 7)



BOX 7.1 Debates on nationalism 

Theorists are divided over how to understand nation-building and nationalism. For the 
'primordialists, proto-nations sharing historical memories and ethnicity, precede and provide 
the cultural basis of modern nations (Smith 1981; Armstrong 1982) and the modern Arab, 
Turkish, and Iranian national identities have deep pre-modern roots. 'Modernists', such as 
Ernest Gellner, see nationalism as chiefly a product of modernization, notably the spread of 
the market and the consequent need for cultural and linguistic uniformity. The premier theorist 
of Arab nationalism, Sati al-Husri, combined these approaches in viewing Arab identity to be 
the product of both the Arabs' collective historical accomplishments and the standardization 
of modern Arabic (Choueiri 2000: 119-20) For instrumentalists there is no self-evident identity; 
rather, identities are constructed, fluid, and usually multiple, with rival identities tested 
through debates among elites, intellectuals, and publics (Lynch 2006). Nations are, thus, the 
creations of nationalist movements and states. For Deutsch (1953), the likelihood that 
construction of a particular national identity will succeed depends on objective factors such 
as the social communication facilitated by a common language.



Ismailis, and Alawis in Syria and Lebanon, and the Zaydis in Yemen, and a multitude of surviving 
Christian minorities were divided by the languages of their liturgies or allegiances to Eastern 
Orthodoxy vs Rome. According to Weulersse (1946: 79-83), loyalties to territorial states were tepid 
because these were typically established in the expansion of ephemeral, nomadic, religio-tribal 
movements that disintegrated after a few generations, with states' boundaries being redrawn by the 
next state-building movement (although this was less so in areas where the state rested on 
substantial peasantries attached to the land, as in Iran and Egypt). In parallel, identification with the 
larger Islamic umma was congruent with the region-wide trade interdependence fostered by Islamic 
empires. The most successful and durable of Middle East states, the Ottoman Empire, run by a 
multi-communal elite, legitimized in Islamic terms, and embracing a multitude of partly 
autonomous communal groups, was the antithesis of the nation state. 


	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30

