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Lecture 7: The Progressive Era
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Theodore Roosevelt: Champion of Progressive Reform
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I. Sources of Progressive Reform 

       A. Industrialization, with its increase

            in productivity and the number of

            consumer goods, created:

1) Unemployment and labor unrest 

2) Wasteful use of natural resources 

3) Abuses of corporate power 



B. Growing cities magnified problems of poverty, disease, 

crime, and corruption 



Coney Island was one of the few places 
middle class New Yorkers could go to feel 
sexually free and loose—by the standards 
of the time, that is. Compared to what 
people generally wore in the summer, those 
bathing-suit-and-bloomers combos were 
pretty revealing.

Single men and women met up and flirted 
on the boardwalk and beach, breaking free 
from rigid Victorian-era dating codes.

The rides at the great amusement parks 
afforded a couple privacy and intimacy. 
They were kind of the hook-up spots of 
turn-of-the-century New York City.
“Various amusements contrived to lift 
women’s skirts, revealing their legs and 
underclothing. Numerous others provided 
opportunities for intimate physical contact.” 
from Amusing the Millions: Coney Island at the 

Turn of the Century, John F. Kasson.

C. The Influx of immigrants and 
rise of new managerial class 
upset traditional class alignment 
and Victorian tradition. 
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D. Massive depression (1893-1897) convinced many that equal opportunity was out 
of reach for many  Americans. [Below: Aschcan school precursor Frank Bramley: Hopeless Dawn (1888)]

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Aq5vmRat6jqQoM&tbnid=vQwUyIFS4ITJEM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwADgZ&url=http://www.niceartgallery.com/Frank-Bramley/A-Hopeless-Dawn-oil-painting.html&ei=BowWUf_CIYf48wT35IHADQ&psig=AFQjCNFuWS2WJG4_UgOkG_nu5LW4P2O28w&ust=1360518534577674


II. Who Were the Progressives? 

    A. New middle class composed of young professionals 

1. Sought to apply principles of professions (medicine, law, business, teaching) to problems of 

society. In this aspect, we differ greatly from Europe. Their study of sociology is descriptive, while 

progressive principles in the U.S. lead to the American sociological trend as one that is proscriptive.

2. Strong faith in progress and the ability of educated people to overcome problems 



3. Rise in volunteer organizations organized to address

    issues important to  Progressives.

Bet.Com

a. American Bar Association, 

                              b. U.S. Chamber of Commerce, 

                              c. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, and 

                              d. National Municipal League.

                        

                              The Progressives were mainly urban in residence and orientation 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=naacp+vintage&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=sSkALl_zpOdLEM&tbnid=c8k1EaJEC-HufM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bet.com/news/national/2011/10/19/michigan-naacp-charges-legislators-with-waging-war-against-the-needy.html&ei=l-IWUcGUN8iy2gX7wIHIBA&psig=AFQjCNEtpJ7ckaU77e_o5xBeq2QBcI1-UQ&ust=1360540656539867


B. Muckraking journalists attacked corruption and 

scandal with a sense of moral outrage 
1. Lincoln Steffens exposed city machines in The Shame of the 

      Cities (1904)

2. Ida Tarbell exposed Standard Oil Trust abuses 

3. Upton Sinclair's The Jungle (1906) attacked the meat-packing 

      industry 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=The+shame+of+the+cities+first+edition+lincoln+steffens&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=B6-8GKZnE3YPpM&tbnid=Pok3HEnV7TesdM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.popscreen.com/search?q=Lincoln+Steffens&ei=CeUWUdmWH6O92gXsvYG4Dw&bvm=bv.42080656,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNEl2YEKjr7-GW3-jYsOB82MSx0ypw&ust=1360541295426948
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=ida+tarbell+standard+oil+trust&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AXteH6skHCXpZM&tbnid=-VP9oo7P8hh5JM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://hylee223.wordpress.com/2011/03/21/research-paper-ida-tarbell-and-the-standard-oil-company/&ei=NuUWUd7kM-Wi2QXJ-oDYDQ&bvm=bv.42080656,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNF2AO4gClrGvXKVXTUdt5DnUnuwDQ&ust=1360541358651325


C. Socialists--frustrated workers who promised to

    destroy capitalism. They were led by Eugene Debs.

    (who polled 900,000 votes for president in 1912). 
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Socialists were rejected by most Progressives as too extreme in their 

goals and methods. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aeeozIMYpSnmGM&tbnid=Q_zBntUfzXabCM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eugene_V._Debs&ei=7OcWUarwDoWRqwGgxoHYAg&psig=AFQjCNEQQ9qJVlmei0VYG5LlWZQ_pSMwMQ&ust=1360542060271155


II. Teddy Roosevelt & the Square Deal 

    A. Using the power of the presidency (a "bully

        pulpit") as no president since Lincoln, T.R. loved 

        to lead and to fight those he felt were not acting 

        in America's best interests.

        1. Coal Strike--When coal mine owners refused to 

            deal with the union in a 1902 strike, T.R.

            summoned them and the head of the mine

            workers to the White House and threatened to

            use army troops to keep the mines open. 

            Owners backed down and T.R. was credited with

            ending the strike 



2. Northern Securities Case--T.R. used the Sherman

    Antitrust Act to attack a railroad monopoly. 

    Supreme Court ordered the company to dissolve. 

    FURTHERMORE . . .

http://etc.usf.edu/clipart

3. Added Departments of Labor and Commerce to the Cabinet 

 4. Pushed through the Hepburn Act (1906), strengthening the Interstate  

   Commerce Commission 

 

5. Urged Congressional approval of the Pure Food and Drug Act (1906), which   

   forbade impure foods and required labeling of ingredients of foods and drugs.



B. Conservation reform added massive areas to the 

    national forests (total of 190 million acres) 

    1. Transferred forests to the U.S. Forest Service

        headed by Gifford Pinchot, who insisted that trees

        be planted as well as harvested.

Firstrefuge.org

2. Withdrew millions of acres of public land from sale to protect resources 

3. Used public land sale revenues to build dams and canal systems .

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pelican+national+wildlife&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=9YRZ4giVYP_FDM&tbnid=MmhcRhvdopjWaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://baron-troutbirder.blogspot.com/2011/02/pelican-island.html&ei=N-oWUab8DISp2gXqnoDADw&psig=AFQjCNF7-ZQF6-mf9KpyKTKgU-cDFMgmLQ&ust=1360542599078238
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pelican+national+wildlife+refuge&source=images&cd=&docid=cbZtlax3QkXzEM&tbnid=3wPB1LPhPk-SeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://pelicanislandfriends.org/&ei=jeoWUZrXDMie2wX-vIG4CA&psig=AFQjCNG6uS43P4Dnsg8-5pbqxNHW1Hjpiw&ust=1360542715381931


III. City and State Government Reform 

   A. City government system changed to prevent boss

       or "machine" rule.
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1. City commissions replaced mayors and city councils in some areas 

2. City managers (nonpolitical professional managers) were hired to run

   small cities 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=machine+rule+in+cities+boss&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=cRWTOXd0-ZRtzM&tbnid=UWULCWXpM84NSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://truenewsfromchangenyc.blogspot.com/2012/08/corruption-runs-through-nycs-political.html&ei=-ZEXUeuPLeTA2AX9noD4Cw&bvm=bv.42080656,d.aWM&psig=AFQjCNEL12_1YQMNGb4cVFaRToSOVAFaXw&ust=1360585569029486


B. State level reform 

efforts championed by 

Robert La Follette of 

Wisconsin 

  1. Direct primary to give

      voters control over 

      candidates.

  

  2. Competitive civil

      service and restrictions

      on lobbying 

  3. Many states passed

      workmen's compen-
      sation laws 

Biography.com

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=robert+la+follette&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Mf2GeXh5TV6DoM&tbnid=9uKruS4GcxIBTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.biography.com/people/robert-m-la-follette-40226&ei=BZMXUeX5CsqY2AW4zYAQ&psig=AFQjCNH3w6Eg1b_Axw9xWncKwKDLhKFmnQ&ust=1360585822357110


4. Election reforms to bring

    direct democracy to voters 

   

  a) Initiative--allowed 5% of

      voters to "initiate" laws in

      state legislatures 

 

  b) Referendum--in some states

      voters could then pass

      initiatives into laws 

 

  c) Recall--by petition voters

      could force an offical to

      stand for re-election at any

      time 
http://covers.openlibrary.org/b/id/6040390-M.jpg



IV. Major Progressivism Programs 

   A. Education 

     1. Progressive education--John Dewey led movement

         that focused on personal growth in education,

         seminars (conversation), not just mastery of

         knowledge through memorization.
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2. Charles Eliot of Harvard pioneered elective courses

    and new teaching techniques (such as seminars) to 

    make university learning more meaningful.
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3. Women began attending colleges in large numbers 

    (by 1920, 47% of total enrollment was female).
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4. Belief that more education would help bring an

    enlightened population, Progressives pushed

    enrollments to record levels (86% of children in

    schools by 1920) without seriously assessing how

    schools were doing. 
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B. Law--judges opinions needed to be based on factual 

    information, not just oral arguments and precedents

    (the “facts of the case”) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=facts+of+the+case&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=oYYrFHBrGlLhqM&tbnid=RGIFlkKOacNruM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.sodahead.com/united-states/personal-attacks-on-christine-odonnell-shameful-diversion/question-1240299/&ei=B5cXUaqrHumY2AXk5IDYAw&psig=AFQjCNEbPt3FqDZttYLwSqqloi9N8yhegw&ust=1360586851854910


1. Muller V. Oregon (1908)-limited women's working hours

Muller v. Oregon, 208 U.S. 412 (1908), was a landmark decision in 
United States Supreme Court history, as it justifies both sex 
discrimination (not necessarily a bad thing?) and usage of labor laws 
during the time period. The case upheld Oregon state restrictions on 
the working hours of women as justified by the special state interest in 
protecting women's health. The ruling had important implications for 
protective labor legislation.

Curt Muller, the owner of a laundry business, was convicted of violating 
Oregon labor laws by making a female employee work more than ten 
hours in a single day. Muller was fined $10. Muller appealed to the 
Oregon Supreme Court and then to the U.S. Supreme Court, both of 
which upheld the constitutionality of the labor law and affirmed his 
conviction.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Reports
https://supreme.justia.com/us/208/412/case.html


2. Not all Progressive legal principles prevailed. In

    Lochner v. New York (1905), the Supreme Court

    overturned a New York law limiting bakers' working

    hours. 

Muller (previous slide) had been decided a mere three years after 
Lochner v. New York, 198 U.S. 45 (1905), in which a New York law 
restricting the weekly working hours of bakers was invalidated.

The Court decided that a covenant between labor and management was 
sacred. None could intervene. Labor law over the following years would 
change this, especially the “8-hour workday” (which spread quickly 
throughout the country.

Justice Brewer insisted that Muller did not overturn Lochner, but 
instead merely distinguished the law as it applies to women and to men.



C. Settlement Houses--founded by Jane Addams—offered a variety 

of services:
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1. Promoted public health reform in cities, chlorinating water and sanitary regulations

2. Developed education and craft programs 

3. Created neighborhood health clinics  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1aZbqjBF7A

                                                                   Mention The JUNGLE, Upton Sinclair

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M1aZbqjBF7A


D. Racial anti-discrimination efforts 

   1. Booker T. Washington (Atlanta Compromise) argued

       for self-help and accommodation on the part of

       blacks to white society (we should accommodate

       our ways to yours, ie Dawes Act & Am. Ind.)
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agreement struck in 1895 between 
African-American leaders and Southern 
white leaders. The agreement was that 
Southern blacks would work meekly and 
submit to white political rule, while 
Southern whites guaranteed that blacks 
would receive basic education and due 
process in law; blacks would not agitate 
for equality, integration, or justice, and 
Northern whites would fund black 
educational charities.



2. W.E.B. DuBois (Niagara Movement--1905) urged

    blacks to assert themselves and agitate for political

    and economic rights. Helped Form NAACP to use

    legal means to end racial discrimination.

Neh.gov
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E. Women's rights 

   1. While the number of employed women stayed

       constant from 1900-1920 (20%), the type of work 

       switched from domestic labor (servants, cooks,

       laundresses) to clerical work (clerks, typists,

       bookkeepers), factory work, and professionals.
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2. Most women still held the lowest paying and least

    opportune jobs. 

Incometherapy.com



3. Significant Progressive feminists called for greater

    reform 

       a) Charlotte Perkins Gilman attacked the male

           monopoly on opportunity and declared that

           domesticity was an obsolete value for American

           women. 

http://www.beaugrande.com/uploadgrammarfour%20number%20five.htm

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=charlotte+perkins+gilman&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mLN9QD6QDNPWsM&tbnid=V8LHeCL-gNEzlM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.beaugrande.com%2Fuploadgrammarfour%2520number%2520five.htm&ei=ZPcXUYt6pPDZBajZgJAF&bvm=bv.42080656,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNFsxlscLSVdd6SZQhxWFMec1ahnBA&ust=1360611531434375


b) Margaret Sanger led the movement to provide birth

    control to prevent unwanted pregnancies among poor

    women. h
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c) Suffragists urged that women be given the franchise,

    which came on the national level with the 19th

    Amendment (1919). 
On-this-Day--19th-Amendment-Gives-Women-Right-to-Vote.com



F. Child labor laws--most states passed minimum

    working age laws and prohibited children from

    working more than 10 hours per day, but

    enforcement was difficult to achieve. 
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G. Temperance--Anti-Saloon League and Women's

    Christian Temperance Union fought alcoholism on

    the state level through blue laws and on the national

    level with the 18th Amendment which prohibited the

    manufacture, sale, and transportation of liquor.
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V. Presidential Election of 1912                                                                                             

    

    A. Republican successor Taft proved to be less 

        progressive than T.R. in the areas of tariff reform   

        and conservation. (Back to Policies of the laissez-

        faire forgettable presidents) 

         

        1. Payne-Aldrich Tariff (heralded by Taft as 

           "the best tariff passed by the Republican Party")  

           protected industries and kept consumer prices

           high.

  

         2. A public land sale scandal in Alaska pitted

             Pinchot against Secretary of Interior Ballinger. 

             Taft fired Pinchot 



B. Theodore Roosevelt organized the National 

     Progressive or "Bull Moose“ Party after Progressive

     Republicans bolted the Taft-controlled Republican

     convention. Party platform included long list of

     Progressive demands. 
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C. Democrats nominated Woodrow Wilson, the scholarly

    governor of New Jersey, who called for moral revival

    and reform, including low tariffs, the breaking up of

    all monopolies.
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He wanted government to be an impartial umpire in disputes between labor 

and business.

http://symonsez.wordpress.com/2010/05/07/woodrow-wilson-did-he-know-the-lusitania-carried-munitions/


D. Socialists nominated Debs, who called for public

    ownership of all natural resources and major

    industries.
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E. Wilson won 40/48 states as Republicans were split

    between Taft and Theodore Roosevelt. Height of

    Progressivism as Wilson, TR, and Debs totaled 11

    million votes to 3.5 million for Taft.

http://matdes0852.edu.glogster.com/election-of-1912-matdes0852/

Note: Roosevelt won CA, 
but 2 electors cast their
ballots for Wilson.

http://matdes0852.edu.glogster.com/election-of-1912-matdes0852/


VI. Wilson's New Freedom and Progressivism 

      A. Tariff reform--Underwood Tariff (1913) gave first

          significant tariff reduction since 1860s as Wilson

          personally delivered his goals to Congress. 
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B. Currency and banking reform--Creation of Federal

    Reserve System. 

    1. Acted as bankers' banks 

        to prevent "runs" on

        bank assets.

    

    2. Federal reserve notes 

        issued a flexible new

        currency to the banking 

        system. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Reserve_System


C. Clayton Antitrust Act (1914) to restrict monopolies

    and set up a Federal Trade Commission to stop

    unfair practices which may arise.
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VII. Evaluation of 

       Progressivism 

     

    A. Weaknesses of 

        Progressive reform. 

1. Material progress of Americans 

weakened zeal of reformers

2. The growing number of Progressive 

goals were often confusing and 

contradictory 

3. Outbreak of World War I dampened

   enthusiasm of attempts to use 

   governments to create just societies

   on earth.
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B. Progressive accomplishments 

Musicxray.com

1. Trust-busting forced industrialists to notice public opinion 

2. Legislation gave federal and state governments the tools to protect consumers.

3. Income tax helped build government revenues and redistribute wealth 
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