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EUROPEAN HISTORY: THE HOLOCAUST & GENOCIDE

The Nazi Attack on German Jews Begins



The Nazis made no secret of their beliefs from the beginning. (1) Germany had lost World War I because Jews and 

Communists had undermined morale. 

An illustration from a 1919 

Austrian postcard showing 

a caricatured Jew stabbing a 

personified German Army soldier 

in the back with a dagger. 

The capitulation of the Central 

Powers was blamed upon the 
unpatriotic populace, socialists, 

Bolsheviks, the Weimar Republic, 
yet especially the Jews.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stab-in-the-back_myth

German Jews served proudly in WWI
Germany entered World War I on August 1, 1914 
when the country declared war on Russia. 11 million 
German soldiers were mobilized, 100,000 of whom 
were Jewish. A number of these Jewish soldiers 
were honored for their service with the Iron Cross. 
In addition, many German Jews supported the war 
effort at home along with their neighbors. This 
service and dedication were soon disregarded, but 
World War I efforts are an essential part of the 
German Jewish story.

https://youtu.be/2xEvePoRC1Q

https://youtu.be/2xEvePoRC1Q


(2) They were racists who believed "inferior" races threatened the Volk'sblood line. 

https://faseb.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1096/fj.08-0202ufm

(above)   



(3) Jews were not German; they were only "guests."

According to the Nazis, Jews were not Aryans. They thought Jews belonged to a separate race that was inferior to all other races. The 
Nazis believed that the presence of Jews in Germany threatened the German people. They believed they had to separate Jews from 
other Germans to protect and strengthen Germany. The Nuremberg Laws were an important step towards achieving this goal.

Nuremberg Race Laws

On September 15, 1935, the Nazi regime announced 
two new laws related to race:

•The Reich Citizenship Law

•The Law for the Protection of German Blood and 
German Honor

These laws informally became known as the 
Nuremberg Laws, as they were first announced at a 
Nazi Party rally held in Nuremberg.

from Reich Citizenship Law
ARTICLE 4.

1.A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich. He cannot exercise 

the right to vote; he cannot hold public office.

2. Jewish officials will be retired as of December 31, 1935.



(4) The mentally or physically disabled must be prevented from 

producing more of their kind. 

Poster promoting the Nazi monthly publication Neues Volk

Poster promoting the Nazi monthly publication Neues Volk. Jews 
were not the only group excluded from the vision of the "national 
community." 

The Nazi regime also singled out people with intellectual and 
physical disabilities. In this poster, the caption reads: "This 
hereditarily ill person will cost our national community 60,000 
Reichmarks over the course of his lifetime. Citizen, this is your 
money." 

This publication, put out by the Nazi Party's Race Office, emphasized 
the burden placed on society by those deemed unfit.

•Deutsches Historisches Museum

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/defining-the-enemy

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/photo/poster-promoting-the-nazi-monthly-publication-neues-volk?parent=en%2F109


(5) Traditional religious teachings about duty to G-d and brotherhood weakened the nation. 

THE PAST — JULY 3, 2021 

Nazis created an anti-Semitic Bible and Aryan Jesus

A Nazi institute produced a Bible without the Old Testament that portrayed Jesus as an Aryan hero 
fighting Jewish people.

see and hear article: 

Nazis created an anti-Semitic 
Bible and Aryan Jesus

https://bigthink.com/the-past/nazis-
anti-semitic-bible-aryan-jesus/

•Nazis created a special 
institute to erase Jewish 
presence in Christianity.

•The institute produced a 
Bible that omitted the Old 
Testament and completely 
rewrote the New 
Testament.

•Jesus was portrayed as an 
Aryan hero of human 
origin who fought Jewish 
people.

https://bigthink.com/the-past/
https://bigthink.com/the-past/nazis-anti-semitic-bible-aryan-jesus/
https://bigthink.com/the-past/nazis-anti-semitic-bible-aryan-jesus/


(6) They were anxious to put their beliefs into law. No judge could help an accused "enemy of the State" escape. 

Telford Taylor describes justice defendants

In the Justice Case of the Subsequent 
Nuremberg Proceedings, nine officials 
from the German Ministry of Justice and 
seven members of the Nazi-era People's 
and Special Courts were charged with 
“judicial murder and other atrocities, 
which they committed by destroying law 
and justice in Germany, and then 
utilizing the emptied forms of legal 
process for the persecution, 
enslavement and extermination on a 
large scale.” This footage shows US 
prosecutor Telford Taylor describing the 
defendants.

US Holocaust Memorial Museum

https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn10
01599



related to previous slide

War Crimes Trials: Judiciary Case; Telford Taylor Opening Address

Film | Accession Number: 1993.177.1 | RG Number: RG-60.2430 | Film ID: 2279

(Munich 529) War Crimes Trials - Subsequent Trial Proceedings, (Judiciary Case), Nuremberg, Germany. Chief 

Prosecutor, Brig. Gen. Telford Taylor, making the opening address to the court. Pan from Gen. Taylor to defendants 

and their attorneys and judges.

Chief Counsel Telford Taylor: (opening statement)

These men were the embodiment of what passed for justice in the Third Reich. Most of the defendants have served, at 

various times, as judges, as state prosecutors, and as officials in the Reich Ministry of Justice. They are well 

accustomed to courts and courtrooms, though their present role may be new to them. But a court is far more than a 

courtroom. It is a process and a spirit. It is the house of law. The root of the accusation in this case is that these men, 

leaders of the German judicial system, consciously and deliberately suppressed the law, engaged in an unholy 

masquerade of tyranny they disguised as justice, and converted the German judicial systems into an engine of 

despotism, conquest, pillage and slaughter. These men share with all the leaders of the Third Reich - diplomats, 

generals, party officials, industrialists, and others - responsibility for the holocaust of death and misery which the Third 

Reich visited on the world and on Germany herself.

https://collections.ushmm.org/search/catalog/irn1001599



DEFINING WHO WAS JEWISH. Who were the Jews? School children were taught they had noses shaped like the number 

"6." A reader of the Nazi newspaper, Der Sturmer, learned they were repulsive, fat men who tried to lure Aryan children 

into their cars. Hitler described them as rich bankers, traitors, and trade union leaders. By those definitions, all the Jews

would have fit into a small prison. In fact, Jews dressed, looked, and acted like any other German. That similarity created 

a problem for the Nazis in deciding who was Jewish. Separating Jews from Gentiles was confusing because many had 

married Gentiles or had converted to Christianity. 

Philipp Rupprecht – alias "Fips "- in Julius Streicher’s 
Der Stürmer, December 1929

https://www.yadvashem.org/education/educational-materials/lesson-plans/germanys-sculptor.html

Propaganda is biased information designed to shape 
the opinions and behavior of mass audiences.

Nazi propaganda is often associated with Hitler’s 
oratory and speeches or with well-known Nazi films 
such as Leni Riefenstahl’s Triumph of the Will (1934).

However, propaganda can take many forms. Art, 
sculpture and visual mass media were employed by 
Nazi officials to sell ideas, control information, and 
shape public opinion.



How far back did a German have to trace his ancestry to prove he 

was Aryan? 

In the early days, Nazis were not sure how to solve these 

questions. They finally worked out a complicated formula in the 

Nuremberg Laws of 1935. 

Jews and Mischlinges (term meaning "mongrels" or "mixed 

bloods") were those who had practiced Judaism, had Jewish 

grandparents, or were married to Jews. 

There were so many sub-categories that few understood exactly 

where the law placed them. 
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RESTRICTIONS BEGIN. Even before there was a definition, Hitler ordered that all non-Aryan government officials be retired. 

"Non-Aryan" was then defined as anyone with a parent or grandparent who had practiced Judaism. All newspaper workers 

who were Jewish were fired; then Goebbels expelled Jews from the guilds of musicians, writers, and artists. Without guild 
membership, a person could not perform or display his or her works. Later, this spread to academics and intellectuals.

Among the scientists who fled Europe were Albert Einstein, Hans Bethe, John von Neumann, Leo Szilard, James Franck, Edward Teller, Rudolf Peierls, 
Eugene Wigner, Victor Weisskopf, and Klaus Fuchs, who had been in communication with fellow Jewish physicist, J. Robert Oppenheimer.

One of the ironies of Hitler’s desire for racial purity was that it drove out of continental Europe or into the camps many individuals who would have been 

extremely useful to the Axis war effort. Nowhere was this more evident than in the effort to produce an atomic bomb. A startling proportion of the most 

famous names on the project belonged to scientists who came to England or America to flee from the Axis. The large number of refugees and immigrants 

working on the Manhattan Project gave the American nuclear program an international character unusual in such a top-secret program—and unique 

amongst the nuclear programs that followed in other countries—and helped give life in Los Alamos, NM during the war its unique character.

https://ahf.nuclearmuseum.org/scientist-refugees-and-manhattan-project/

The Einstein-Szilard letter to President Roosevelt changed the course of 
history by prompting American government involvement in nuclear research. 
The letter led to the establishment of the Manhattan Project. By the summer 
of 1945, the United States had built the world’s first atomic bomb.

“Hitler shook the tree, and I picked up all the apples.” 
-President Franklin Roosevelt



Businesses were pressured to fire Jewish executives. Companies and banks owned by Jews were hit by SA-sponsored 

boycotts. In case the customer did not know that the store where he shopped was Jewish-owned, SA or SS "defensive 

guards" stood outside to inform them. 
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At first, these boycotts did not work because the public needed the services the store or professional man supplied. To 

separate Jews from Aryan school children, a law was issued in April 1933, "The Law Against Overcrowding of German 

Schools." At first, it only limited the number of Jews in universities, but by 1938, Jewish children were not permitted to 

attend schools. 

SA troops locking hands to prevent 
Jews from entering the University 
of Vienna.

© National Archives/United States Holocaust Memorial Museum



“Jews Forbidden”

By then, Jews were no longer allowed to use 

swimming pools. 

A Jew was never certain what new restriction was 

going to be imposed on him or her. 

The Nuremberg Laws of September 1935 said Jews 

were not German citizens (they were "subjects"). 

Jews could not marry Aryans and could not employ 

Aryan women under 35 years old. The Reich 

Citizenship Law was passed in November 1935. It 

took away the right of Jews to vote or hold public 

office.

https://perspectives.ushmm.org/item/photo-from-a-public-pool-in-fuerth-germany#



After that, pressure let up on Jews. The 1936 Olympics were to be held in Berlin, and Hitler did not want the foreign press writing 

vicious truths about his Jewish policy. During the games, the only indication of Nazi hatred for "subhumans" was Hitler's snubbing 
of black athletes. h
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After the foreign guests were gone, at the conclusion of the 1936 Olympics,  gangs of young bullies returned to beating 

up helpless Jews. The Jews became careful about where they went, and when. 

In 1937 and 1938, German authorities again 
stepped up legislative persecution of German 
Jews. The government set out to impoverish Jews 
and remove them from the German economy by 
requiring them to register their property. 

Even before the Olympics, the Nazi government 
had initiated the practice of "Aryanizing" Jewish 
businesses. "Aryanization" meant the dismissal of 
Jewish workers and managers of a company 
and/or the takeover of Jewish-owned businesses 
by non-Jewish Germans who bought them at 
bargain prices fixed by government or Nazi party 
officials. 

In 1937 and 1938, the government forbade 
Jewish doctors to treat non-Jews, and revoked 
the licenses of Jewish lawyers to practice law.

Aryanization" of Jewish-owned businesses
"Aryanization" of Jewish-owned businesses: a formerly Jewish-owned store (Gummi 
Weil) that was expropriated and transferred to non-Jewish ownership (Stamm and 
Bassermann). Frankfurt, Germany, 1938.
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https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/photo/aryanization-of-jewish-owned-businesses?parent=en%2F7180


AUSTRIA. Hitler had long spoken of Lebensraum (living room) for the new Germany, and Austria was an obvious place to expand. He 

sent Nazis into Austria to create enthusiasm for the union (Anschluss) of the two countries. A vote was taken in Austria, and 90 percent 

favored uniting with Germany. For Austria's large Jewish population, this was tragic. Anti-Semitism ran strong in Austria, and to show 

their support for Hitler, Austrians outdid the Germans in persecuting Jews. 
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By annexing Austria, the Nazis violated the Treaty of Versailles and the Treaty of Saint-Germain. 
These treaties expressly forbade the unification of Austria and Germany. The Anschluss 
demonstrated Nazi disdain for the post-World War I European order. It was the first act of 
territorial expansion committed by Nazi Germany.
The other European powers did not punish the Nazis for violating international treaties. Their 
acceptance of the Anschluss was a significant act of appeasement. It allowed Adolf Hitler to 
continue his expansionary policies unchecked.

The Anschluss transformed Austria. Almost overnight, the country of Austria ceased to exist. In 
the days, weeks, and months that followed, Austrian and German Nazis carried out the 
Nazification of all aspects of Austrian life. Many Austrians participated enthusiastically in this 
endeavor. In the wake of the Anschluss, Austrians persecuted the country’s Jewish population. 
They enacted Nazi policies. And they fought in World War II. Austrians also participated in 
the mass murder of Europe’s Jews.

The Anschluss was not inevitable. Nor was the rapid Nazification of Austria. However, certain 
historical factors and events facilitated these processes.

Anschluss refers to the annexation of Austria in 1938. Although there was support 

among many Austrians for the nazis, the country had a (non-Nazi) semi-fascist 

government from around this time. In 1934, the Nazis assassinated the Austrian 

chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss in the hope of establishing a Nazi regime. The coup 

failed and Kurt von Schuschnigg replaced Dollfuss as chancellor.



Jews were dragged from their homes and shops and forced to clean latrines, sidewalks, and graffiti on the walls of 

buildings. While the Jews worked, their homes were looted. A concentration camp was established at Mauthausen, and 

Austrian Jewish prisoners, as well as Spanish Republican prisoners were sent there to work in the quarry. Many Jews 

were willing to give up everything they owned simply to leave Austria. 

https://elpais.com/elpais/2015/05/11/album/1431356745_951078.html#foto_gal_2



KRISTALLNACHT. In 1938, a German-born Jew of Polish-Russian ancestry—Herschel Grynszpan—in Paris was outraged 

by news that his family was being deported to Poland. Seeking revenge, he killed Ernst vom Rath, a minor official at the 

German embassy in Paris. Secretly delighted, Goebbels pretended to be outraged and unleashed his thugs to attack 

Jews.

No one would have heard of Herschel Grynszpan if he hadn’t walked 
into the German Embassy in Paris on the morning of Nov. 7, 1938. 
Before traveling by Métro to the town house in the rue de Lille, the 
17-year-old had stopped at a gun store and bought a pistol for 210 
francs; he paid another 35 for a box of bullets. 

Reaching the embassy and insisting that he needed to speak to a 
diplomat, he passed the ambassador in the lobby without realizing it 
and was shown into the office of the junior counselor on duty, Ernst 
vom Rath. 

There he drew the pistol, called vom Rath a “sale boche” (filthy Kraut) 
and fired the five shots that he had in the magazine. He surrendered 
to police without a fight. The price tag was still on the gun.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/hitlers-pawn-review-who-was-herschel-grynszpan-11549639436



November 9, 1938, became known as 

Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass. 

Jewish property was destroyed or 

damaged all over Germany, and over 90 

Jews were killed. Police were ordered 

not to interfere as mobs smashed, 

looted, and burned stores, synagogues, 

and homes. 

The looters, though dressed as civilians, 

wore the heavy boots of uniformed 

Nazi party members. The New York 

Times estimated total damage at $400 

million. 

Because this was the result of German 

"righteous indignation," the Jews had to 

pay one billion marks (about $400 

million) as punishment for Rath's 

murder. 



The forensic insurance organization, Risk International, is currently working with the Jewish genealogy organization, 

Avotaynu (Our Mothers and Fathers, heb.) to demonstrate how this occurred. 

See doc. #5 from the Hollander Collection…

How the German Insurance Industry Collaborated with the Nazi German 

Government to Deny Jews Insurance Claims Made as a Result 
of the Destruction That Occurred On Kristallnacht

Insurance claims by Jews were seized by the government. In January 1939, all Jewish shops were to be closed. In 1933, 

there were about 700,000 Jews in Germany and Austria. In 1938 and 1939, 403,000 left. Few of those left behind wanted 

to stay, but it was very difficult to find a country willing to take them. In 1940, the U.S. embassy in Berlin had 248,000 

immigration applications on file; the U.S. quota allowed only 27,000 Germans a year into the country.



https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/asset/cae99c77-f639-4b3c-bf22-401025466b90.mp4

We Will Kill All of the Jews

Hitler speaks before the Reichstag 
(German parliament). Amid rising 
international tensions, he tells the 
German public and the world that 
the outbreak of war would mean 
the end of European Jewry.
•Bundesarchiv Filmarchiv
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