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2 – RECONSTRUCTION
      



1. Reconstruction was the period after the Civil War. This was a rebuilding period. During Reconstruction, Southern 

states had to be readmitted into the Union, bring the emancipated freedmen into public life, and rebuild their war-torn 

economies. Although federal law, particularly the 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments to the Constitution, brought legal 

equality to African-Americans, local law, particularly in southern states, often undermined such equality over the 

following 100 years. It was not until the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s that expansive gains in equality began to 

occur.

https://www.google.com/search?bih=646&biw=1280&dpr=1.5&hl=en&q=reconstruction+era&sa=X&safe=active&surl=1&sxsrf=APwXEdf7a9fw9G3M2abcznt8kgs2GSoHRQ%3A1684756662618&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwif4aHT74j_
AhWmfzABHQ2WAMwQ0pQJegQIDRAB#imgrc=QUB9YHcE03CZVM

https://www.thoughtco.com/reconstruction-definition-1773394



2. One of the greatest issues facing the South was the fate of the freedmen (freed slaves). How would four million 

people, suddenly emancipated from slavery, enter public life and the free market economy? Despite several 

experiments and promises during the war, the freedmen were not given their own land. The federal government set up 

the Freedmen's Bureau, with offices throughout the South, to help the freedmen adjust and to set up schools to 

educate them. 

The Bureau built hospitals for the freed 
slaves and gave direct medical aid to more 
than 1 million of them. The greatest 
successes of the Freedmen's Bureau were 
in the field of education. More than 1,000 
African American schools were built and 
staffed with qualified instructors.

A lack of funding, coupled with the politics 
of race and Reconstruction, meant that the 
bureau was not able to carry out all of its 
initiatives, and it failed to provide long-term 
protection for Blacks or ensure any real 
measure of racial equality.
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3. The Republicans were the political party of President Lincoln during the war. Republicans became divided over 

Reconstruction policies. Lincoln had proposed to treat the South leniently. After he was assassinated in April 1865, the 

next President, Andrew Johnson, at first seemed to be sterner on former Confederates. However, Johnson soon began 

pardoning almost all former Confederates. 

apushcanvas [licensed for non-commercial use only] / The Impending Constitutional Crisis 
(pbworks.com)

http://apushcanvas.pbworks.com/w/page/114307257/The%20Impending%20Constitutional%20Crisis
http://apushcanvas.pbworks.com/w/page/114307257/The%20Impending%20Constitutional%20Crisis


4. Southern state legislatures had to accept the end of slavery, but quickly passed Black Codes, laws based on older 

slave codes. These laws limited the civil rights and freedom of movement of the freedmen.
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https://mwmblog.com/2020/06/19/black-codes/


5. After the war, the Northern Republicans in Congress were outraged by the election of former Confederates to 

Congress and by the passage of the Black Codes across the South. Republicans passed the Civil Rights Act, granting 

freedmen their civil rights. This federal law later became the basis for the Fourteenth Amendment. 



6. The Radical Republicans wanted to give African Americans their full civil rights. They gained control of Congress and 

passed their own program for Reconstruction, dividing the South into five districts—each occupied by the Union army. 

Former Confederate leaders lost their political rights, while freedmen were given the right to vote.



7. The Republicans in Congress impeached President Johnson in the House of Representatives, but the Senate failed to 

remove him from office. 
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http://www.anderson-auction.com/andrew-johnson-impeachment-ticket-lot59160.aspx


8. During Reconstruction, three amendments were added to the Constitution. The Thirteenth Amendment abolished 

slavery. The Fourteenth Amendment defined U.S. citizenship and guaranteed all citizens import- ant rights, such as 

equality before the law. The Fifteenth Amendment prohibited any denial of suffrage, the right to vote, on the basis of 

race. 
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https://www.quia.com/jg/2128588list.html


9. During Reconstruction, freedmen, carpetbaggers (Northerners who came south), and scalawags held power in 

Southern governments. For the first time, African Americans were elected to government office, including Congress. 
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https://www.google.com/search?q=black+reconstruction+congressmen&tbm=isch&ved=2ahUKEwj5zY-Ts-v_AhX1GVkFHd_cCqUQ2-cCegQIABAA&oq=black+reconstruction+congressmen&gs_lcp=CgNpbWcQAzIGCAAQCBAeOgQIIxAnOgkIABAIEB4QxwM6BwgAEBgQgAQ6BwgjEOoCECc6BwgAEIoFEEM6CAgAEIAEELEDOgUIABCABDoECAAQHlDkBVjbSmCdTWgDcAB4AoAB7wGIAdkekgEGNTEuMy4xmAEAoAEBqgELZ3dzLXdpei1pbWewAQrAAQE&sclient=img&ei=1ACfZPmTBPWz5NoP37mrqAo&bih=569&biw=1210&hl=en#imgrc=zrloiYrYmOO1CM


10. Reconstruction governments built roads and 

schools and took steps towards racial equality. 

However, after Northern troops were withdrawn, 

Southern states started passing segregation laws in 

the late 1870s. 

An October 24th, 1874 Harper’s 

Magazine editorial cartoon by Thomas 

Nast denouncing KKK and White 
League murders of innocent Blacks



11. Southerners also developed a new economy during Reconstruction. Former slave owners often did not have money 

to pay laborers. The emancipated slaves did not have land. Under the new system of sharecropping, the freedmen gave 

a share of their crops to the landowner in exchange for use of the land. Other freedmen became tenants, and soon 

owed debts to their landlords. Some fell into debt peonage (in servitude for debts they could not repay). The 

Reconstruction Era also saw increased African-American migration (moving out of the South). 



12. After the end of Reconstruction, 

Southern state governments passed 

Jim Crow laws requiring racial 

segregation (separation of "white" and 

"colored” in public places. 

These laws were upheld by the U.S. 

Supreme Court in Plessy v. Ferguson 

(1896). The Ku Klux Klan and similar 

groups committed violent acts against 

African Americans and prevented 

them from exercising their rights. 

This was the nadir, or worst period, in 

relations between the races.
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