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1 – THE CIVIL WAR
      



The Civil War, the great conflict between the North and South (1861-1865), was a fight over slavery. 

https://www.historyonthenet.com/what-caused-the-civil-war

WHAT CAUSED THE CIVIL WAR: THE MYTH

At the heart of the Myth of the Lost Cause is the 
insistence that secession, the Confederacy, and 
the Civil War were all about states’ rights, 
not slavery. 

This myth began almost as soon as the war 
ended. The newspaperman-turned-historian 
Edward A. Pollard in his immediate postwar 
histories described slavery as “an inferior object 
of the contest.” His flimsy evidence included the 
rebels’ supposed program of “Negro enlistments 
and consequent emancipation,” which is 
discussed in detail through Bonekemper’s text.

Robert E. Lee disavowed slavery’s role in the war: 
“So far from engaging in a war to perpetuate 
slavery, I am rejoiced that slavery is abolished.”

This myth has been put forward by many 
southern apologists, and characterized best in 
the text, Lost Cause, by Edward Bonekemper, and 
by the line from British historian--D. W. Brogan, 
who concludes, Southerners “seceded over one 
thing and fought over one thing: slavery.”



Sectionalism refers to the loyalty many Americans felt towards their own geographic region- the North, South, or West-

rather than to the country as a whole.

(as experienced prior to the Civil War)f



The Northeast saw the rise of manufacturing; the West was populated by independent farmers growing food and 

raising livestock; the South focused on growing cash crops for export, such as cotton and rice, and remained 

dependent on the use of slave labor. 



19th Century Abolitionists & Reformers

wanted to end the practice 

of slavery & other social

Ills. 



The issue of the extension of slavery to new territories arose as a result of the nation's westward expansion (gaining 

lands to the west). A series of compromises at first seemed able to resolve the issue. Under the Missouri Compromise 

(1820), Missouri became a slave state and Maine became a free state. Slavery was not otherwise to be permitted in 

the lands of the Louisiana Purchase above 36°30’N.
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https://www.oxfordasd.org/cms/lib/PA02218845/Centricity/Domain/991/Presentation%20-%20The%20Compromises.pdf


In the Compromise of 1850, California was admitted as a free state and a stricter fugitive slave law was enacted. 





The system of compromise broke down with the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854), which reopened the 

issue of slavery in territories from the Louisiana Purchase, and the Dred Scott decision (1857). 







In Dred Scott v. Sanford, 

the Supreme Court ruled that 

African Americans had no 

rights and Congress could not

prohibit slavery in western 

territories. 

Chief Justice Roger Taney 

and six other Justices ruled 

that Missouri Compromise 

was illegal 

because Congress had no 

power to prohibit slavery in 

the territories, and slave 

masters were guaranteed 

property rights under the 

Fifth Amendment.

The Takings Clause of the 

Fifth Amendment to the 

United States Constitution 

reads as follows: “Nor shall 

private property be taken 

for public use, without just 

compensation.” (eminent domain)



In his Freeport Doctrine, Stephen Douglas argued communities could still ban slavery despite the Dred Scott decision. 

Regardless of the Compromise of 1850, or the case of Dred Scott v. Sanford, states/communities could ban slavery 

on their own. 



Meanwhile, Southern diplomats hoped to annex Cuba as a new slave state, as revealed in the document known as the 

Ostend Manifesto.

Anti-slavery Northern states were 

appalled at the notion.

Southern leaders also feared that a 

slave revolt in Spanish-owned Cuba

could spread to the U.S. This would

solve the potential problem.  



In the Presidential election of 1860, Democrats were divided. Republican candidate Abraham Lincoln won the election 

with only 39% of the popular vote and no electoral votes from Southern states. 
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https://www.ushistory.org/us/32d.asp


Following Lincoln’s victory in December 

of 1860, South Carolina and six other 

Southern states immediately seceded 

(withdrew from the Union) on the basis of 

states rights, if you take them at their 

word. Most scholars believe that the 

singular reason for secession was to 

defend slavery.

The seceding states formed the 

Confederate States of America, and 

included Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, 

Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas.

mstartzman / First 7 Confederate states to secede (pbworks.com)

http://mstartzman.pbworks.com/w/page/21899814/First%207%20Confederate%20states%20to%20secede


During the spring of 1861, four more 

states seceded—Virginia, Arkansas, 

Tennessee, and North Carolina.

mstartzman / First 7 Confederate states to secede (pbworks.com)

http://mstartzman.pbworks.com/w/page/21899814/First%207%20Confederate%20states%20to%20secede


In his inaugural address, Lincoln called on Southern states to remain in the Union and 

promised not to end slavery in the South. When he sent supplies to Fort Sumter in 

Charleston Harbor, South Carolina fired on the fort, beginning the Civil War.
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https://walksofcharleston.com/blog/charleston-civil-war-history/


The North had many advantages: a larger 

population, greater revenues, more railroad lines 

and factories, and superior naval power. 



The South had its military traditions and the fact that white Southerners were fighting to preserve their way of life. 

The existence of a large population of Southern slaves created an additional element of uncertainty, while the South’s 

specialized export economy (often derisively referred to as a banana republic, and devotion to states rights, at the 

expense of any centralized leadership, further weakened the Confederacy. 

British historian, John Keegan notes, “many Southerners had no personal connection with slavery at all, neither as 

owners of slaves nor as employers of their labour. The considerable slave owners were … often resented by their non-

slave-owning neighbours, though that did not deter them from joining in their thousands in the new Confederate 

army.” So why would these poor, non-slave owners fight?

Shelby Foote, author of The Civil War: A Narrative (3 vols.) offers an explanation for the motive of the Confederate 

soldier in Chapter Three (“Forever Free”) of Ken Burns’ documentary The Civil War:

The answer a Southerner would give you as to “why are you are fighting?” if you were a Northerner, he would say: “I’m 

fighting because you’re down here.” He was being invaded and he thought … to defend his home.

“Because you’re here” seems both a legitimate reason to fight a war, and also a sound precept for preventing one. It 

illuminates the true nature and folly of many of our historic conflicts.



In the early campaigns, the South repelled Northern invasions, but could not successfully advance into the North itself. 

Meanwhile the North applied General Winfield Scott’s Anaconda Plan to strangle the South - imposing a naval 

blockade of the Atlantic Coast and attempting to obtain control of the Mississippi River. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anaconda_Plan


In September 1862, Lincoln issued the preliminary Emancipation Proclamation. It announced the emancipation of 

slaves in those states still in rebellion on January 1, 1863. 
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https://www.ushistory.org/us/34a.asp


The turning point of the war was reached in 1863, when the North defeated Southern forces at Gettysburg 

(Pennsylvania) and General Ulysses S. Grant captured Vicksburg, gaining control of the Mississippi. Lincoln put Grant 

in supreme command of Union forces. Grant aimed at destroying Confederate forces and their sources of support. In 

his Gettysburg Address, Lincoln said the war was a test of democracy. 
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https://museumoutlets.com/civil-war-posters/currier-ives-battle-gettysburg-antique-civil-war-poster


In April 1865, General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox. Less than a week later, President Lincoln 

was assassinated. 



The Civil War Ended slavery, preserved the Union, and strengthened the federal government.
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